
Top 10 Doctor Interview Questions and Answers [Updated 2024]

Description

When interviewing for a doctor position, you will likely be asked a variety of questions to gauge your
medical knowledge, patient care skills, and decision-making abilities. To help you ace your next
interview, we have compiled a list of commonly asked doctor interview questions along with example
responses.

Doctor Interview Questions

Can you describe a time when you had to deliver difficult news to a patient or
their family? How did you handle it?

How to Answer
This question is designed to assess your communication skills and empathy. It’s important to show that
you can handle difficult situations with sensitivity and professionalism. Discuss your communication
strategies, emphasizing the balance between honesty and compassion. Show that you understand the
importance of delivering difficult news in a way that respects the patient’s dignity and supports their
emotional wellbeing.

Sample Answer
Early in my career, I had to tell a patient that her cancer had metastasized and that we had exhausted
all treatment options. I knew it would be a devastating revelation, so I took the time to carefully plan out
how to communicate the news. I chose a private, comfortable location and made sure we wouldn’t be
interrupted. I was straightforward yet compassionate in delivering the news, taking time to pause so
she could process the information. I assured her of our continued support and answered her questions
to the best of my ability. It was a heartbreaking experience, but I believe I was able to provide her with
the respect and care she needed in that moment.

???? Get personalized feedback while you practice — start improving today

How do you handle a situation where a patient isn’t following your medical
advice?

How to Answer
This question is designed to test your communication skills and your ability to handle difficult situations.
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The interviewer wants to know how you deal with non-compliant patients and whether you can remain
patient and understanding. It is crucial to demonstrate empathy, understanding, and your ability to
establish rapport with patients. Show your ability to educate and persuade them of the importance of
following medical advice without being confrontational.

Sample Answer
In such situations, I try to understand the patient’s perspective. Maybe they are scared or confused, so
I ensure they fully comprehend the information. I explain the potential risks and benefits of the
treatment, and the possible consequences of not following the advice. If they still refuse, I would
respect their autonomy but continue to provide support and advice. I had a patient who was reluctant
to take his diabetes medication because of potential side effects. By spending extra time to discuss his
concerns, we managed to find an alternative solution, and he became more compliant with his
treatment plan.

? Ace your interview — practice this and other key questions today here

How do you stay updated with the latest medical advancements and research?

How to Answer
In your response, you should emphasize your commitment to continuous learning and staying updated
in your field. You could discuss how you stay informed by reading medical journals, attending
conferences or seminars, participating in professional medical associations, or through any online
platforms or courses.

Sample Answer
I think it’s essential for any healthcare professional to stay abreast with the latest research and
advancements in medicine. I regularly read journals such as The Lancet and The New England Journal
of Medicine. I also attend medical conferences and seminars whenever possible. I am a member of a
couple of professional medical associations which provide resources and forums to discuss latest
findings and new techniques. Additionally, I have also enrolled myself in online courses to deepen my
knowledge in my area of specialization.
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What approach do you take in communicating with patients who have limited
health literacy?

How to Answer
The interviewer wants to know your ability to communicate complex medical terminology into simple,
understandable language for patients. It’s also essential to demonstrate empathy and patience in
dealing with such patients, and it’s important to highlight your understanding of the significance of
health literacy in patient care.

Sample Answer
I believe it’s crucial to ensure patients fully understand their diagnosis and treatment plan to make
informed decisions about their health. Hence, I always use simple, non-medical terms to explain their
condition. I also use visual aids, diagrams or videos if necessary. I ensure to ask them to repeat what
they understood to check if my explanation was clear. Additionally, I provide written instructions and
encourage them to ask questions. I am also patient and empathetic in my approach because I
understand that it can be overwhelming for them.

How do you manage your stress in high-pressure situations, such as in
emergency cases or complex surgeries?

How to Answer
In your response, highlight specific stress management techniques you use, such as deep-breathing
exercises or mindfulness. You should also discuss how you prioritize tasks and delegate
responsibilities to manage your workload effectively. It would be beneficial to provide examples from
your past experience where you successfully managed stress in a high-pressure medical situation.
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Sample Answer
Stress management is critical in my line of work, and over the years, I’ve learned to handle it
effectively. One of the techniques I use is mindfulness, which helps me remain calm and focused on
the task at hand. I also prioritize tasks based on their urgency and delegate responsibilities to my team
when necessary. For instance, during a complex surgery, I had to manage my stress when unexpected
complications arose. I took a moment to breathe deeply, evaluated the situation, and made the
necessary adjustments to successfully complete the surgery. I believe my ability to stay composed
under pressure is crucial in providing the best care for my patients.

? Click to practice this and numerous other questions with expert guidance

How do you balance the need for immediate care with the need for
comprehensive care in a busy environment?

How to Answer
In answering this question, you should demonstrate your ability to prioritize patient needs based on
their severity and urgency. Show that you can make quick, effective decisions while maintaining a high
standard of care. Discuss how you manage your time and resources to ensure all patients receive
appropriate attention.

Sample Answer
In a busy environment such as a hospital, it is vital to prioritize patients based on the severity of their
conditions. I always try to assess the situation quickly and make decisions that will provide the most
immediate relief to the patient while ensuring comprehensive care. For instance, if there are multiple
patients requiring attention, I triage them based on their urgency and stabilize those with life-
threatening conditions first. However, I always make sure to circle back and provide each patient with
the necessary comprehensive care, whether that means additional tests, referrals, or simply taking the
time to explain their condition and treatment options.

How would you handle a disagreement with a fellow healthcare professional
about a patient’s treatment plan?

How to Answer
When answering this question, it is important to demonstrate that you prioritize patient care above all
else. Discuss how you would openly and respectfully communicate with your colleague, seeking to
understand their perspective and offering your own insights. Emphasize your commitment to
collaborative problem-solving and your willingness to seek third-party mediation if necessary.
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Sample Answer
If I disagreed with a colleague about a patient’s treatment plan, I would first seek a private conversation
with them to discuss our differing views. I believe in maintaining an open dialogue, where we can both
present our reasoning and evidence. If we still couldn’t agree, I would suggest we consult with another
experienced colleague or specialist, or even present the case in a team meeting for wider input.
Ultimately, my goal is always to ensure the best possible care for our patients, and I believe that
collaboration and continued learning are key components of achieving this.

? Practice this and many other questions with expert feedback here

Can you tell us about a time when you made a mistake in patient care? How did
you handle the situation and what did you learn from it?

How to Answer
When answering this question, it’s important to demonstrate humility, accountability, and a commitment
to learning and growth. Firstly, describe the situation and your role in it concisely. Then, detail how you
recognized the error, what steps you took to rectify it, and how you ensured the patient’s safety and
wellbeing. Finally, discuss what you learned from this experience and how you’ve applied these
learnings to prevent similar occurrences in the future.

Sample Answer
Early in my career, I once misinterpreted a patient’s chart and prescribed a higher dose of medication
than needed. I realized my mistake during a routine check and immediately consulted my senior. We
corrected the dosage and informed the patient about the error, apologizing sincerely. From then on, I
implemented a ‘double-check’ rule for myself when prescribing, and brought up the incident in our team
meeting to discuss ways we could prevent such errors as a team. This experience reinforced for me
the importance of vigilance, teamwork, and continuous learning in medical practice.

Can you describe a time when you had to make a critical decision in a short
amount of time?

How to Answer
The interviewer is interested in your decision-making skills under pressure. Start by describing the
situation you were in, focusing on the urgency and the stakes. Then, explain the decision you had to
make, the factors you considered, and why you chose the course of action you did. Finally, share the
outcome of your decision and what you learned from the experience.
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Sample Answer
During my residency, I was on a night shift in the ER when a patient came in with symptoms of a heart
attack. We were short-staffed, and I had to make a quick decision on the course of action. Based on
the symptoms and the patient’s medical history, I decided to administer clot-busting drugs immediately,
even though the patient had a history of mild bleeding disorders. Time was of the essence and,
considering the immediate threat to the patient’s life, I felt this was the right decision. The patient
responded well to the treatment and was stable until the cardiologist arrived. From this experience, I
learned that sometimes, difficult decisions cannot be avoided in medicine, and it’s important to stay
calm and use your knowledge and intuition to make the best possible decision for the patient.

Can you give an example of a time when you had to advocate for a patient? What
was the outcome?

How to Answer
When answering this question, it’s important to provide a specific example that demonstrates your
ability to represent the needs and interests of a patient. Discuss the situation in detail, explain the
actions you took to advocate for the patient, and describe the outcome of the situation. Be sure to
highlight any positive results that came from your advocacy. Also, it’s crucial to maintain patient
confidentiality when sharing this type of example.

Sample Answer
Early in my career, I had a patient who was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer. The initial treatment
plan proposed by the team didn’t seem to be the best fit for him due to his age and overall health
condition. I felt strongly that we needed to consider an alternative, less aggressive form of treatment. I
brought up my concerns in a team meeting, presenting research and case studies to support my point
of view. After a thorough discussion, the team agreed to modify the treatment plan. The patient
responded well to the adjusted treatment and his quality of life improved significantly. This experience
reinforced for me the importance of advocating for patients, especially when their unique
circumstances require out-of-the-box thinking.

? Boost your confidence — practice this and countless questions with our help today
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Doctor Job Title Summary

Job Description

A doctor, also known as a physician, diagnoses and treats diseases
and injuries of human internal and external organs. They provide
preventative care, perform physical exams, interpret diagnostic tests,
and counsel patients on maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

Skills

Strong knowledge of medical laws and ethics, Excellent
communication skills, Strong diagnostic skills, Compassionate and
approachable, Good at problem-solving, Ability to work long hours,
often under pressure

Industry Healthcare, Hospitals, Private Practices, Research, Education

Experience Level
Entry to Senior level, depending on specialization and years of
experience

Education 
Requirements

Doctor of Medicine (M.D) degree or a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
(D.O) degree. Prior to that, a Bachelor’s degree, usually in a science
field, and a passing score on the Medical College Admission Test
(MCAT) is required. Following medical school, doctors must complete
a residency program in their chosen specialty.

Work 
Environment

Doctors work in an array of settings, including hospitals, private
practices, clinics, and educational institutions. Their work is often
stressful because they deal with sick and often frustrated individuals.
They often have long, irregular work hours.

Salary Range
The salary range varies greatly depending on the specialty, location,
and experience. However, it generally ranges from $180,000 to
$400,000 per year.

Career Path

Doctors typically start as residents in their chosen specialty. After
completing their residency, they may choose to further specialize by
completing a fellowship. They can advance by becoming senior
doctors or consultants, or by taking on roles in hospital administration.
Some doctors also choose to teach at medical schools or conduct
research.

Popular 
Companies

Mayo Clinic, Cleveland Clinic, Johns Hopkins Hospital, Massachusetts
General Hospital, University of California San Francisco Medical
Center
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