
10 Top Interview Questions for a General Counsel Position [Updated 2024]

Description

As you prepare for your General Counsel position interview, understanding the common questions and
formulating your responses can be a great advantage. This article gives you an insight into these
questions and offers example answers to guide you.

General Counsel Interview Questions

Can you describe a time when you had to handle a particularly difficult legal
issue?

How to Answer
The interviewer wants to gauge your experience and ability to handle challenging situations. When
answering this question, focus on a situation where you were able to successfully navigate a complex
legal issue. Describe the situation, the actions you took, and the positive results that came out of it.
Highlight your problem-solving skills, legal knowledge, and ability to manage stressful situations.

Sample Answer
At my previous company, we faced an intricate intellectual property dispute. The other party claimed
that we had infringed on their patent. I immediately gathered all the relevant documentation and
conducted an in-depth analysis of both our product and the plaintiff’s patent claims. I worked closely
with our R&D team to understand the technical aspects and consulted with external patent attorneys
for an expert opinion. Through meticulous research and team collaboration, we were able to
demonstrate that our product did not infringe on the patent. As a result, the case was dismissed,
saving our company potential damages and preserving our reputation in the market.

???? Get personalized feedback while you practice — start improving today

How do you stay updated on current laws and regulations within your industry?

How to Answer
In your answer, demonstrate your commitment to continuing education and professional development.
Explain the strategies you use to keep abreast of changes in laws and regulations, such as attending
seminars, subscribing to legal journals or newsletters, or participating in professional organizations.
Also, mention any additional measures you take to ensure your company remains compliant in the face
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of these changes.

Sample Answer
I believe it’s crucial for any General Counsel to stay updated with the latest laws and regulations. My
strategies include subscribing to industry-specific legal journals, attending seminars and workshops,
and being an active member of various professional legal organizations. I also have a network of peers
in the industry with whom I consult regularly. Additionally, I conduct regular internal reviews and audits
to ensure our company’s policies and procedures are up-to-date and compliant with all relevant laws
and regulations.

? Ace your interview — practice this and other key questions today here

Can you give an example of a complex contract negotiation you were involved in,
and how you ensured the best outcome for the company?

How to Answer
When answering this question, it’s important to outline a specific situation you were involved in.
Describe the challenges involved, how you approached the negotiation, and what strategies you used
to ensure the best outcome. Be sure to highlight your analytical skills, your ability to communicate and
negotiate effectively, and your understanding of both the business and legal aspects of the contract.

Sample Answer
In my previous role at XYZ Corporation, I was involved in a complex contract negotiation with a key
supplier. The supplier was looking to increase prices significantly, which would have had a major
impact on our bottom line. I led the negotiation on behalf of our company and worked closely with our
team to thoroughly understand the financial and business implications. I then used this knowledge,
along with my understanding of the legal aspects of the contract, to negotiate a more favorable deal.
We managed to secure a smaller price increase, along with improved terms and conditions, which led
to considerable cost savings for our company.
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How do you handle advising management on potential legal risks while still
supporting their business objectives?

How to Answer
The candidate should demonstrate the ability to balance the company’s business objectives with legal
risks. They should focus on their communication skills, ability to understand the business, and capacity
to provide practical, risk-based advice.

Sample Answer
Firstly, I make it a priority to understand the business and its objectives. This understanding allows me
to identify potential legal risks within the context of the company’s goals. I then communicate these
risks to management in a clear, easy-to-understand manner, providing them with different scenarios
and potential outcomes. I strive to offer practical advice that supports the business objectives while
minimizing legal risks. For instance, in my previous role, management wanted to expand into a new
market, but there were significant legal and regulatory hurdles. I worked with them to understand their
goals, researched the legal landscape, and proposed a phased approach that would allow us to test
the market while mitigating legal risks.

Can you describe your approach towards maintaining attorney-client privilege
within the organization?

How to Answer
A good answer to this question would demonstrate your understanding of the importance of attorney-
client privilege and how it applies within a corporate setting. Discuss how you would ensure that the
privilege is maintained, such as by limiting the distribution of sensitive information, providing training to
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other employees, and using secure communication methods.

Sample Answer
As a General Counsel, I understand the importance of maintaining attorney-client privilege within the
organization. I would ensure that only the necessary individuals are involved in any sensitive
communications to limit the distribution of privileged information. I would also provide regular training to
other employees about the importance of attorney-client privilege and how they can help to maintain it.
Additionally, I would use secure communication methods for any sensitive discussions and
documentations.

? Click to practice this and numerous other questions with expert guidance

How do you balance the need for legal compliance with the company’s growth
and innovation objectives?

How to Answer
The best approach to answering this question is to demonstrate your understanding of the balance
required between legal compliance and business innovation. Showcase your problem-solving skills and
your ability to maintain legal compliance while still encouraging growth and innovation. It is important to
provide an example from your past experience that illustrates your ability to achieve this balance.

Sample Answer
In my previous role, we were faced with a situation where the marketing team wanted to launch a new
product which had some potential legal and regulatory challenges. I worked closely with the team to
understand their objectives and the potential risks involved. I was able to suggest alternative strategies
that were within legal boundaries but still met the team’s innovation objectives. It was a delicate
balance, but we were able to launch the product successfully without any legal repercussions.

How have you handled a situation where your legal advice was not taken, and
what was the outcome?

How to Answer
This question is designed to test your interpersonal skills and how you handle disagreement or conflict.
To answer, you should describe a specific instance where your legal advice was not taken. Discuss
how you communicated, how you reacted to the decision, and what the outcome was. It’s important to
show that you can maintain professionalism and respect for others’ decisions, even when you disagree.
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Sample Answer
There was a situation where I advised the management team against a certain partnership due to
potential legal risks. However, they decided to pursue it, believing the potential benefits outweighed the
risks. I ensured that they were fully aware of the potential pitfalls and documented my advice and their
decision. Unfortunately, the partnership did lead to some legal complications. However, I had prepared
for this possibility and was able to manage the situation effectively and minimize the damage. It was a
learning experience for us all, and it emphasized the importance of legal counsel within the company.

? Practice this and many other questions with expert feedback here

Can you discuss a time when you had to navigate a legal issue with significant
ethical implications?

How to Answer
The interviewer wants to understand your ethical decision-making process and how you handle issues
that may involve complex ethical dilemmas. You need to provide a real-world example where you
navigated a complex legal issue with ethical implications. Explain the situation, the actions you took,
the reasoning behind your decision and the outcome. It’s important to demonstrate your ability to
uphold high ethical standards even under pressure.

Sample Answer
In my previous role as a Senior Associate at a law firm, we had a high-profile client who was involved
in a major litigation case. During the discovery process, we came across some information that could
potentially harm our client’s case if brought to light. It posed an ethical dilemma because although our
primary responsibility is to our client, we also have a duty to uphold the integrity of the legal profession.
After careful consideration, I advised the partners that we should disclose the information. It was a
difficult decision because it could have negatively affected our client’s case, but I firmly believe in the
importance of maintaining the highest ethical standards in our profession. Ultimately, the partners
agreed with my suggestion. While it did complicate the case, it also allowed us to navigate the
proceedings in a way that was ethically sound and legally compliant.

Can you give an example of a time when you had to handle a conflict of interest
in your role as a General Counsel?

How to Answer
Start by defining what a conflict of interest is. Then, provide a real-life scenario where you encountered
a conflict of interest in your past roles. Explain the steps you took to identify, address, and resolve the
conflict. Illustrate your commitment to ethical practice and maintaining the integrity of your role and the
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organization. It’s critical to show that you can handle such situations professionally and impartially.

Sample Answer
A conflict of interest occurs when a personal or financial relationship interferes with my ability to make
objective decisions in my role as General Counsel. I encountered such a situation in my previous role
at XYX Corporation. A board member had a financial interest in a company that was a potential vendor
for a project. I immediately disclosed the conflict to the CEO and recused myself from any discussions
or decisions related to the vendor selection for that project. I also recommended that the board
member with the conflict do the same. In this way, we ensured that the vendor selection process
remained impartial and in the best interest of the organization.

In your opinion, what are the key qualities a General Counsel should possess to
effectively contribute to the organization?

How to Answer
The answer should demonstrate the candidate’s understanding of the role of a General Counsel. It
should include qualities that are important for the role such as strong communication skills, integrity,
strategic thinking, and understanding of the business. The candidate should also be able to provide
examples of how they have demonstrated these qualities in their previous roles.

Sample Answer
In my opinion, a General Counsel should have a deep understanding of the business, be proactive and
have strong communication skills. They need to be able to anticipate legal issues before they arise and
be able to communicate them effectively to the management team. They should also have a high level
of integrity and be able to make tough decisions when necessary. For instance, in my previous role, I
anticipated a potential legal issue that could have affected our company’s reputation. I communicated
this to our management team and we were able to implement a strategy to mitigate the risk.

? Boost your confidence — practice this and countless questions with our help today

Download General Counsel Interview Questions in PDF

To make your preparation even more convenient, we’ve compiled all these top General Counsel
interview questions and answers into a handy PDF.

Click the button below to download the PDF and have easy access to these essential questions
anytime, anywhere:

Click here to download the PDF
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General Counsel Job Title Summary

Job Description

A General Counsel is the chief legal officer of an organization. They
oversee all legal matters, including litigation, contracts, labor relations,
and compliance with government regulations. They offer advice on
legal matters to the board of directors, CEO and other senior
management and ensure that the company is protected from legal
action.

Skills

Excellent understanding of business law, Strong negotiation skills,
Excellent written and oral communication skills, Strong analytical and
problem-solving skills, Ability to manage multiple tasks, Leadership
and management skills, Knowledge of the company’s industry, Ability
to maintain confidentiality

Industry Legal, Corporate

Experience Level Senior level

Education 
Requirements

A Juris Doctor (JD) degree from an accredited law school and
admission to the state bar. Most companies also require several years
of experience in a law firm or corporate legal department.

Work 
Environment

General Counsels typically work in an office environment. They may
work long hours, particularly when dealing with ongoing cases. Some
travel may be required for meetings or court appearances.

Salary Range
The salary can vary widely depending on the size and industry of the
company, but typically ranges from $170,000 to $300,000 per year.

Career Path

Most General Counsels start their careers as Associate Attorneys and
work their way up to Partner. They may then transition to a corporate
legal department as an in-house lawyer, and then move up to the
General Counsel position. Some General Counsels go on to become
CEOs or board members.

Popular 
Companies

Microsoft, Google, Apple, Amazon, IBM
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